in accordance with custom, if some of them would take part in the discussion. He cordially invited them to remain seated, but to speak.
No lady responding, Dr. Steele (Superintendent of Guy's Hospital) observed that as no lady could be persuaded to rise, he supposed he must break the ice, but he would do so only for the purpose of expressing the thanks of the meeting to Miss Manson for her able paper. Miss Manson seemed to put the heading of her paper in the form of a question, and she had answered that question in the affirmative, so far as concerned the advisability of the hospitals possessing nursing institutions from which the public could be supplied with nurses. All connected with the large hospitals would come to the same conclusion, because, during the past ten or fifteen years in the development in the nursing of our public hospitals, all had felt the necessity of enlarging the dumber of nurses attached to the hospitals. They had found it an absolute necessity to extend the numbers, in consequence of the tremendous call for extra nurses. He calculated in a hospital having a hundred beds with a hundred nurses, only seventy might be found continually occupied in staff nursing. He [Feb. 26, 1887. medical profession were at first rather sceptica 1 about the advantages of trained nurses, bacause they felt that the ladies who took up trained nursing-might be drawn from those who aspired to be lady doctors, and that they would gradually attempt to assimilate to themselves the functions of the doctor as opposed to those of the nurse. Nursing institutions were better without any woman, whatever her qualifications as a nurse, who aspired to become a lady doctor, because he was confident that a nurse, however capable she was, must always be the handmaiden to the doctor, and not his rival in the hospital ward. As soon a s this fact came to be recognised and insisted upon, it placed nursing in a higher position than it ever occupied before. He ventured to think, speaking to his present audience, that they did not wish to arrogate to themselves the functions of the doctor, and that they regarded nursing as a high and a noble profession to which it was an honour to belong. So much for the educational view.
Turning from the educational to the economic aspect of the question, Mr and not seek to become a doctor through a nursing home.
In America he was informed that the lady doctors found it so hard to get a living that they were deserting the profession and taking to nursing.
Dr. Steele, in seconding the votes to the chairman and the reader of the paper, said they were much indebted to Dr. Potter for presiding and for his remarks.
Dr. Potter having briefly replied on behalf of himself and Dr. Bedford Fenwick, the proceedings terminated.
